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The Mercy (Golden) Gate appears in the legends (מיתוס) of all three religions. An early Jewish tradition holds that it is through that gate that the Messiah will enter Jerusalem. According to Christian tradition, Jesus made his last entry to Jerusalem through the Mercy Gate. The Muslims refer to it as the Gate of Mercy. They believe this gate us mentioned in the Koran. Through it the just will pass on the Day of Judgment. 
Herod's Gate

[image: image2.jpg]



The first name was given to the gate by pilgrims (צליינים), who believed that it led to Herod's palace. It is also known in Arabic as the Flower Gate.
Lion's Gate
[image: image3.jpg]



A legend tells that the lions engraved 

(חרוטים) on both sides of the gate were placed there by the Ottoman Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent. He dreamed that he would be devoured (לטרוף) by lions unless (אלא אם כן) he built a wall around the Holy City for the defence of the citizens.
Zion Gate
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This is the western gate of the Old City, named after Mount Zion. In Arabic it is known as "the Prophet David's Gate", because it passes through King David's tomb on Mount Zion.
Damascus Gate
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The most massive (גדול) and ornate (מקושט) of all of Jerusalem's gates. The road running off it leads to Shechem (Nablus) and then to Damascus.
Jaffa Gate
[image: image6.jpg]



This gate is the main entrance to the Old City. Its name in Arabic is Bab-el-Khalil, the gate of Hebron. The main road to Hebron started here. It was also called Jaffa Gate because the road to Jaffa and the coast (חוף) also started from it.
Dung Gate
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This gate is in the Jewish Quarter (רובע היהודי). It was built in Ottoman times. It used to be the smallest gate, and could only be entered by foot. In 1948, it was widened for vehicles by the Jordanians. 
It gets its unusual name from the fact that the city’s garbage used to be carried out from this gate.
New Gate
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The New Gate was built in 1887 by the Ottoman sultan Abd al-Hamid. This makes it the “newest” gate in the Old City, even though it’s over a hundred years old. 

During the 1948 Israeli War for Independence, this gate was a place of fierce fighting (קרבות עזים). When Jordanians captured (כבשו) the city, the Israelis put up a barrier (מחסום) at the gate to protect their settlers (מתיישבים) outside the walls from Arab snipers (צלפים) inside.  The gate was reopened in 1967.
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